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RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026, 7:30PM
GARABRANT CENTER, 4 WILSON STREET

In attendance: Sidney Adams, Ned Panfile, Dianne Ackerman, Alisa Friscia-Guidette, Tim McChesney, Pat McChesney
CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE



The minutes from the August meeting were approved.


The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Recreation Committee is October 15th.   

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Communications
a. No council report updates.
b. Aubrey attended the bi-annual Morris County Recreation Department meeting in Boonton, where recreation departments throughout Morris County shared updates and ideas. Discussion topics included lower day camp enrollment in many towns and continued discussions regarding online recreation management systems such as CommunityPass and RecDesk.
c. Aubrey is scheduling a pre-installation meeting with the DPW and playground installer, KOMPAN, for the week of September 21. The on-site meeting will review the installation process because delivery of the playground equipment for Botti Pavilion is nearly complete. An installation timeline for October 2026 will also be established.
d. A notification was sent out by the Borough regarding Spear Phishing. It was brought to the attention of Borough employees that fake emails were sent out impersonating the Borough’s Joint Land Use Board and asking for payment information. Aubrey asks that everyone continues to stay vigilant of these scams and helps spread the word to all Borough residents.
2. Labor Day Recap
a. Marian Mundy and her family attended the parade as the Grand Marshal. Thank you to Kevin for being the emcee, and Ned for assisting with the parade order.
b. The parade began around 10:05 AM and 51 groups marched. 2 groups did not attend who RSVP’d yes.
c. Aubrey met with Police Department officers to review this year’s Labor Day Parade. The officers observed spectators entering farther into the street to retrieve candy dropped by vehicles near the middle of the road. They discussed adding barricades or ropes along the sides of the street to discourage spectators from entering the roadway. They also discussed allowing only parade participants who are walking, rather than people riding in vehicles, to throw candy. This approach may keep the candy farther from moving vehicles.
i. The Committee agrees with the feedback to use ropes and allowing only walkers to throw candy.
ii. The Committee also suggested sending a reminder before the parade that explains the candy-throwing rules and asks spectators to remain out of the street.
3. Mendham Fest Planning 2026
a. Mendham Fest planning is underway. The Recreation Department is finalizing sponsorships from local businesses and band contracts. Bands will perform at the Carriage House. 21 local vendors have been confirmed, and food trucks have been confirmed.
b. Aubrey has been coordinating with the Harvest Hustle. This year, the Harvest Hustle will begin at 10:00 AM on October 3, and end right around 12:00 PM, when Mendham Fest begins.
c. Aubrey met with representatives from the DPW, Police Department, and Fire Department on September 16 to review event-day logistics and setup. The event will again be fully fenced so attendees can purchase beer from the Fire Department and move throughout the event area. The Fire Department confirmed that it had obtained the required permits.
4. S’mores Night
a. S’mores Night is being planned for October 23 at Botti Pavilion. Council members will be invited to join community members around a campfire and share s’mores.
b. The Committee suggested that the Recreation Department purchase additional s’mores supplies because they ran out last year, as well as glow sticks.
c. Also suggested was inviting the Fire Department.
5. Winter Events (Holly Trail)
a. Both the photographer and Santa have been confirmed for Pictures with Santa at the Phoenix House on December 5th. Coordinating on the Holly Trail has begun with the Mendham Business Association.
ADJOURNMENT
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